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of the Lord's Anger come upon You. St 

is Scek.ye the Lord all ye Meek of the Earth, which hve wronght' Fe 
"Judgment, ſeek, Ri brepuſneſs, Pl Meekneſs, it may be ye ſtnjt;\- 
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TO THE 


READER. 


y Eing deft Fred to \Hrae ametbing like a Pre- 

H Face to =— ſmall Treatiſe, I foal! ouly 
| grve-#t the C baratter,. with which 1 Perſon py 
great Frdgruent, who bad the Perwal of rt, be- 
fore” was made piblich, thought fit to hononr 
it, and that is, its being very good Phylick | 
for them who will take it : The R eCIPEe COMES 

| fret a.wery Ordmary Hand, but if He who alone 
f 7s the Phyſician of Value gives bis Bleſſing 

| to #, I doubt not but twill Work well; . the 
Author wiſhes it as He doth, the Health of 
his own Soul : The great God, If it be bis + £008 | 
Pleaſure anſwer his Prayers for both. 
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Great Queſtion. 


of Sovereign Princes have been much agitated, and Obe- 

di-nce from the Subject very highly pleaded for, as the 
Writers had the Lot to be engaged in their different In- 
gereſts, or the Cauſe they undertook way molt likely to be 
advanced by them; and whatever otherwiſe the Perſwaſion: 
either of the Writers, or of thoſe for whom they Write 
were, yet the Cry is for Religion, Property, and Liberty, and 
how to reconcile and fatisfie all, is The Great Queſtion. 

One would think -upon the firſt View, could avy of their 
Intereſts be fully ſecured, there would be ample Content given, 
and that Party for -whom' it ſhould be determin'd, 'would' 
moſt joyfully fit down under ſ«ch s State of the Queſtion. 

But this, could it be, how: unlikely ſoever *ris, as things 
ſtand ; were it determin'd thus in the behalf of ay one Parry, 
ſo as to ſet aſide all other Prerenfions, would go but a little 
way in what is aimed at : For is there any fo general Intereſt 
of any Party, that Men would not again divide pox it ? and 
what the whole: Party pleads for in preference'to other Parties, 
every one be apt to aſſume to himſelf in preference to rhoſe 
of the ſame Party : For admit _ Diviſion- once, and on 

[- 


[FE ſeen ſeveral Treatiſes -of late, wherein the Txles 


(ll 


fie Men in it, and you do 'but ſhew them the way how 70 
atwide ful farther, and never to- ceaſe carytng- 00 the Partt- 
ality, *ill Religion, Property, Liberty, and-whatever-elſe can 
ſtand in the way, be ſacrificed 22 it. 

To prevent this, is what is endeavour'd in the Solution'of 
this Great Que ſtiow. And methigks how full ſoever of ſeem- 
11g intricacies it may be, yet bad Men Ears to hear,. and were 

in good earneſt for that, tor which they ſcem to bg ſpending 

all their Heats, there might be « Temper found to Guier evVe- 
ry one, and b6thFPrince and People might be at Eaſe, would 
mY Pi: Ct, by 1 77 thay ell vs they make'theis own Mea- 
ſures. & m4 is, Nevis they but" let” Religion, Proper- 
ty, and Liberty, S Cry of the One, and what the other de- 
Clares himſelf to be placed in defence of, ( for lo al Princes 
in ſome ſenſe* de] guide them: 7»: all. Caſes, -  - 

For what. 4s. there to: he: wilke for, chat a-true- hank i 
theſe would not. procure ? 

Had Prizce and People. thas: Anwe of Gol and: his Preſence ; : 

{.; i. that! Reverence they ovghe for 5s 
Commands ; ; which: IS: the plain Notion of:Religion ;. |. 
. Had they that uf Opinionthey ought of themſelves ng their 
avs. kind, as they are all alike rational Beings, 
' © of the ſame great Family, | 
made for Society and murual Happinſs, 
| inveſted in certain Rights and Privileds- 
6s Dante's to. them; 45. /ach, and; under. the: awe Care and 
rovidence of 'Goa:their.caraman Parent, which is what founds 
all. Property awd Liberty; how. muſt this produce that Impar- 
ricd Taftice,. which. would give toievery one what belongs to him, 
as thezeby they | are but, preſerving the ſame 70. themſelves ? 
How: mult it tooþlay the tridFeft: Oblig ationi wpon Conſcience to 
ek the Corman: Good of one another ?..+| 
What theretore.,we have- to. do; 1s to conſider : wither 
there be 41 Common Rate or Standard for al theſe :- | 
Now. ſuch 2 Holds mo is, and *tis* but One.; nor is biddes 
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A acces... | 


Al things whatſdever- ye would 


| U3: --- 
from #1, nexthit ivit far of : Ir is not in Heaven, that we ſhould: 
[ay,> Who fbull x0 up for-us' co Hekven; and -brins' it to us, that” 
we'r4y bear It and doiÞ* Neither is it beyond-the Sex, "that we" 
ſbould ſay, Who ſhalt go'over the Sea for it, and bring it to us? 
But the Word'#s very nigh unto ns, in our Mouths and it; our 
Hearts,” Deut. 30. 11,112,123, 14.. Tis what the Great Go- 
vernowr of the Wortd deliver'd:to be the ſanding Rule of Ove-* 
dience to-all Mankindy and is but'the Comment on the Lzv: 
of *Natuve, which-the Gentiles are' to themſelves, Rom:'2. 14. 
And what our” Lord, the Redeemer of Few ind Gentile” hath 
made- the Rule of his *Kyjng dom ; tor 1o He tells us, Math. 5. 
17. that he came not to deſiroy, but to fulfill the Lay: Only 
He reſcues it-from'the talſe Gloſſes Carnal Men had put' vp- 
on' it, and reſtores" it to #hut [piritual ſenſe, in which 'the 
Great Law-giver firſt intended'it,ibid. v. 24,279,373; Fc which 
is but the ſame He afterward clear'd up, teaching it to 
be from the 'inward Principle of” Lowe, that all Obedience was 
was-to-ſhow; Matth.'22. 37,98, 39; 40. And to accomodate 
this farther to the /Vortins of the: Heathen, He" gives'the' Þara- 
phraſe of the-whole;' in hee their 'grear Maxim, viz.” 
d-that Men ſhould do unto you, do' 
yeieven (v ty them: For tis but the ſame with that they had" 
in the'Negative, Quod 7167 fiers non vis, talteri we fecerts : Not 
to do unto others, what thou wouldeſt not they (bould do unto thee. 
This is that Rate, Which obſery'd;” would” fecure ' Religion, 
Pr perry and' Liberty, and/at once" recomrile all Differences, not 
ſo niuch by inclining/Men-to- go' over-into the Perſwaſtons,- 
and divided Imereſts of ont another, (-which is the narrowneſs 
of moſt Mens minds, that nothing will ſerve them, but to- 
have all without any more ado{run along with them in their 
private” (entiments and _cfions,-as if *rwere' net much: better 
ro bfing' things) tod-forhe cerfibn” Stindard: that might fie them" 
all ) as by making the' Ivreveft of alto bear One. | 
Not-bur- rhiat” (till chere miy be! various Leftions upon the 
Tex:, very ditterent pods mn the World, and 
wk .D 2 as 


C4] . 


as different Laws and Maxims of Policy, ſuited. to the ſeveral. 
 /Climates and: Complexions of Men; but yet this muſt be, che 


Lai that muſt be the ground: of all; This that to which the 
ſeveral Interpretations muſt agree, 'This what muſt give them 
their true force, and make them truly «/efa/'to the Publick. 

As 'twas among the Jews, they had orper Laws, their Judi- 
cial and Cerennnial Law ; the Law of their State,, and the Law 


of therr Church, but both in ſubſervienge to this : So. here, . 
Whatever: the C:zvi/1, whatever the Ecclceſtaſtical Conſtitutions 


among Chriſtians are, whatever, let me ſo ſpeak, their S*a- 
tutes and Tudoments, yet "tis in Subordination to what is here- 
in preſcribed, that thoſe are to be kept +. - Wo 

\ *Tis this is that Lav, that cannot grow ,O/d and Obſolete - 
Heaven and Earth may paſfi away, but this will fill abide : This. 
and- its Cominent, Lowe or Charity, caw never fail, 1 Cor. 
13 8. The Jewiſb Lawasdiſtin& from this, you ſee had its 
Exa, for *twas. but Temporary, and to laſt "till the times of 
the M ras .; and the Chriftian Law, all of it, beſides this, is to 
have its end too: For that's but the Means of Salvation, 
and can only bring us to Heavens Gate, is nor to. enter with 
us : Faith will leave us there, becauſe to be turn'd into Fra- 
3tiox ; but Love to God, Love to our Brother, ( indeed 'tis that 
which makes up the Joys. of that Place ) like Goda Himſelf, 
the Fountain of zt, will be eternal. . 


But tis not Heever but Earch we converſe in, thou Wa 


'twould be Heaven wpor Earth, would Men take out this 
Leſſon. To ſee then, with reſpe& to. our earthly happi- 
neſs, or the true enjoyment of our Religion, Property and. 
Lob:rty, in which it conſifts, how far this Policy would reach. 
And indeed, that we may come to. the buſineſs we 
are aiming at, - what covld there. be wanting to the Contenr 
apd Satis/aftion of all,. if this Law, with the Comment Love 
would write upon it,.-were oblery'd as it ought? _ 
For is it poſſible, with reſpe&t to God, whoſe Bleſſing 
ought in the firſt place to be attended, to. imagin. that we 
fa ſhould 
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hould in the Spirit of Love apply our ſelves to 2 /eirh/ul ober- 


wanceof all his Commands, and that He who is the Judge of 
al] the Earth ſhould forget to do us Right : 5. e. to give all 
the Returns of his Grace and Providence, his Love and 4fc- 
Fion to ſuch datiful Children ? Or, WP 

Is it poſfible, with reſpe& ta Men, (whoſe Reaſon ſhould 
teach rhem Gratitude,) to ynagin that we ſhould be giving 
one another all the Proofs of 'a molt /erled, unbyaſs'd, unalte- 
rable Love, and that Lowe ſhould pot beger: Lowe ? Or, That 
that aFive _—__ once ſet a working, ſhould. not exert 
it ſelf in all the EffeCts of Juſtice, Kjndamſs, Pity, Charity ; 


' or, to give it ina word that ſhould beſt ſuit this, a word that 


ſeems to be the Comment on our Natare, as well as on. the Law, 
all manner of Humanity ? | 

A little more particularly to. touch upon the good EfteQs 
of this Law. | Wo 

Shall Prince and People have zo other God before him, whoa. 
eave this Law ? Nothing which ia the firſt place they propoſe 
before his Honour and Glory ? | 

Shall they {er up no Idol of their own? I do not fay the 
graven or. molten Image, but not ſo much as any thing of. 
their own Inventions, whereby to provoke him to jealouſie ? 

Shall they be careful, ſo Love would dire, to reverence 
his Name, his Word, and Ordinances, and whatever elſe he. 
hath made himſelf known by ? | X | 

Shall fhey give him his Property as. in all theſe things, ſo 
in hallowing that day he hath appozmred to his-Serwice ? Shall 


| Love ſo a& them hereto, that what they do of this, is with 


all their Heart, all their Mina, all their Soul ? And can he who: 
ſees this Heart, this Mina, this Soul, forget the Afeftion that 

is due to ſo juſt a zeal? Or,: | 
Shall they give the Honour they owe to Father and Mo-+ 
ther, and all who in any ſence ftand i» that Relation, Civil op 
Spiritual Parents ? Or ſhall thoſe who are in this Relation, gow 
ack 


[.6:]; 


back again that Indulgence and Tendernefs . of 'AﬀeQion - 
which 1s due to Children? 1G Fang, ES 2465 
Shall they have that tenderneſs for the Life and Perſon, For- 
taxes and good Names of Others, which they would Ochers 
ſhould have for them ; and agreeable hereunto govern them- 
ſelves in all parts of Fuſtice, and that ſo, as not to let the De- 
fires of their Hearts run out towards what were not fo ?- 
And as *tis I/a. 32. 17. Can ſuch awork of Righteouſneſs be any' 
thing but Peace, and the effett of Riphteouſneſs, Quietneſs ani” 
Aſſurance for ever ? Nothing but the falle# Bleſſings could be 
expeCted from the great and powerful Law-giver 5; Nothing but 
Bleſſinzs from and among our ſelves in fo proxs, fo dutifl, fo 
Ju, 10- innocent, 10 loving and peaceablea Behaviour. | 
| Nor was it therefore without great reaſon, that Mes 
jgave chat excellent Advice, Demt. 4. 1, &c. Now therefore, 
hearken, O Iſrael, unto the Statutes and Jud ments which Tteach 
you, for to do them; For this is your Wiſdom and Underſtand- 
ins in the ſfisht of the Nations, which ſhall hear all th:ſt Statutes, 
and ſay, Surely this great Nation is a wiſe and iinaerſtanding 
People. For what Nation is there ſo preat, which hath God [0 
nigh unto them, as the Lord cur God is in all things that we tall* 
upon hint for? ver. 6, &c, Tis with reference to the Law, 
of which we are diſcourſing, he there ſpeaks, even the Ter 
Commandments which he wrote upon two Tables of Stone, as "tis 
particularly reſtrain'd, wer. 13. And' to enforce all: this to 
the Obedient, 'tis declared to be the Covenant, which God com- 
mandead them to perform. WE T0 = 
Now then this being the common Rule to them and us, as is 
above touch'r, | | | 
It being ow Wiſdom a2d Under ſtanding to per- 


form it, - 
It being wiat alone can make any Nation 
great, | 7 h F | 
F: | | 
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It being too, what T muſt not paſs by, 
what God hath* declared to be his Cove- 
nant, and ' | | | 
_ that which alone can bring God nigh to 4 
People in a!l things that they call upon him for, why ſhould 
we queſtion the fulleft Security ro all our Intereſts, if we 
make good our part i» this Covenant ? , Why ſhould we 
doubt "his pr:/ence with ns, as well as mirh the Jews, if in 
all we do, we are with him? Why ſhould we think he 
will not be.always ready to hear us, if we have our Ears 
open to all bis Commanas * Or why (as tis P/al. 144. 15.) 
ould we not conclude, Happy is the people that is in [ſuch 

a caſe, nay happy is. the people whoſe God is the Lord. 
But then 'twill be replied, Where was the people that ever 
was in ſuch a caſe ? 'Wegrant this muſt go a great way in 


: the proſperity of any Prince or People : But where hath ſuch 


wad Sig *t £ #526 Fo Ht RES 


4 State ever obtained ? Or doth it look like the 1srereft of 
any prudent Prince to trouble his Sabjed?s with what may 
ſcem- ſo much againſt the grain ? | 
I thiok,. were this granted, That it zever was thus in any 

Nation, that will no vay prejudice the Argument : For 1s 
it not ſufficient, that the Law we have been ſpeaking of, 
was capable of making them ſich * That *twas the end of God 
in giving it, and that upon Obedzence zo it, He hath promi- 
ſed thisſhould be the Effct? Beſides, was not that People 
to whom that Law was given, ſo far in that caſe, as they 
conform'd to i#? I think, he that reads their Szory.;: 
their good and bad Succeſs, the treatment they meet with from 
Goa, according to their Obedience or Diſobedience to it 3 his 
Promiſes and Threats agreeable hereunto ; and his Prophecies 
ſill behind of their being in ſuch 4 caſe, upon. their retwrn 
to their Duty herein ; As alſo to all the World with them on 
the ſame Conditions, will have little reaſon to doubt, but #his 
is the Meaxs, here the Dethod* by which 'tis to be ob- 
tained. ' | 

Nor 


| 
A SN 


[8] 

Nor is 1t to be omitted, That as far as they ated arree- 
able to this Rule, it hath fared thus with other States. 

For what was it gave the Birth ro the Greatneſs of Rome, 
but that rid? Vertue, that Chaſtity, and Temperance, and Di/- 
cipline, i, e. the exai? keeping: to this Law, as far as they had 
the knowledge of it, that made them © to flouriſh and en- 
creaſe ? 

Wis rais'd Athens and Sparts, but the ſame Reverence for 
Vertue ? And in all other places, where-ever theſe have been 
in any degree the Standard, fo long have they proſper'd.: 
As on the other hand, where Laff and Luxury, Fallhood 
and Inhumanity, Pride , Ambition and Cover#osſneſs have 
prevailed, what hath been the conſequence, but Ruize. and 
Deſolation ? | - 

Not but that we muſt {o far yield the ObjeCtion, as to 
grant, that as things ſtand with moſt part of Mankind, (ſuch 


are, the /ons bad Cuſtoms Men have lived in ; 


the Conſtirution off Armies made up of the moſt ſervile 
part of Mankind, which yet muſt be relied on in the 
great{t ſtreights ; | C 
© . the Corruptions of the People in all Places, and of all Pro- 
feſſions ; | 
the Modiſhneſ5 of Vice ſolong practiſed by thoſe of the 
Higheſt Rank ; 
the i// Habits that are crept into the Courts of Princes ; 
the corrupt way of doing Buſineſs almolt ix «ll caſes) there 
cannot but great difficulties ariſe to him, who ſhall ſeriouſly 
fet upon the work. 

But will it not greatly remove the Difficulty, when it 
fhall be conlider'd, as tis there every gcod Prixce will 
begin, - | | | 
| rh That 'tis :he Work of the great God of Heaven and Earth, 
He engages in, and, if undertaken with this Contemplation 
of God's being with Him, why ſhould He doubt the Succeſs ? 


*)is His Law the Prince enforces, and let him but do it with 
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the' belief, that Fe, who is the great Law-giver, is the Lord 
God, who brought his Peaple out of the Land of E2ypt, out of the 
Hauſe wf bondage ;;. who did it for the Fews, and:can do that, 
and as great:things for any, that will be his pecalrar people as 
they were, and what then can ſtand in the way : | 
Men doubt God and hiigft/ord ; | 
-if; do notreally beleve him to be a God of Truth, when 
they. read all the Prowiſes he. bath made to Qbeaience, and yet 
think they ſhall not be made good to thoſe: who ſincerely 
devote themſelves to it. Let this therefore be the firit 
thing, 'tis the Foundation on which Heavez it ſelf ſubſiſts, aiid 
nothing can ever ſhake it, that God, the Lord God is the 
reat Law:giver, 'tis his work that of the Law, which the Magi- 
| Papa. 26 in, and. Heavez. and Earth may paſs away, but 
one tittle or Tot a'of it (ball never fail: fail not we in the Duty, 
rhe Rewards, the Happineſs and Succeſs that mult attend it, are 
wie, Again, | 

2aly. Ie to be conſider'd, That 'tis .a work, that ofbre- 
claimins Mex \ herein, however the Corruption be-ſpread, and 
long Cuſtom hath gotten the Poſlefſion, which is not fo 
difficult, but that : humanly ſpeaking, it 'may be: hoped for, 
if thoſe who are in Power, are but in good Earneſt, - 

For what-is this, but, (to ſhew the prafticableneſs here- 
of in what might feem moſt to deterr,)) with reſpe& to 
their Armies, which are ſo much: to be relyed on 42 the 


greateſt. Difficalties, and yet gre made up for the moſt part, 


of the. moſt '/erwile, and. Mercenary part of ' Mankind, and 
apteſt to be ſeduced, what I tay, & thi, but truly to diſci- 
line them for ſervice? For who are molt like to -go on 
Crd upon any attempt, the Dehbauched and Profaze, who 
alwayes carry with them #ba# Exemy, wiich will be too 
ſtrong for them, « the guile, that cannot but amaze, when 
in the Purlieas of Death : or the good aud Vertuous, that fear 
nothino buf God, and go on in the Aſſurance of Yi#ory in 
this, or Triumph and Glory in another life ? 

| C Beſides, 


[10] 


Beſides, Temperance, Sobricty, and the like, what. are they 
but the very Diſpolitions to Szrexgth, ' and: Conrage, and) 
Watchfulneſs * Hath it not beer often. ſeen, ' that ove De+ 
bauch hath loſt all the Wealrh and Honoar that Men have: 
been labouring tor in their whole Hife ? 

To think that *cs not in the Rawer of a Prince to reform 
« Camp, is to. forget the certain and eafie Execution his 
Laws would tind there, where. all + that is: profels'd ,. 8 
Obeatence to his Will, Ji. f; 213691 ? 3.58 
to live or die at his Command. | rn: ate hb 

The Rewards of Officers are Certainly as farr Temptations to 
be'cood, as to be bad: And the Influence their Authority.and 
good Example muſt have on the private Solazers, is what 
there is: no diſputing; and let the Prince but be ſure he 
ingages them. not, but in a good Cauſe ;, and what is there 
fuch will not attempt? Alas, *tis Heaven, and its Crows 
for which they fight, and they have too much /ex/e of Glory 
to neglect ſuch a Prize: : 

Ler the profane Fools bluſter and ſwagger” high, but the 
Fears of that Hell, of which every: danger is the brink, will 
damp them when they come to Attion : And the Prince 
may as well truft the Maſter he lets them ferve, the Devil 
himſelf I mean, as thoſe, who in all they do, live as if they 
were immediately, acted by him. 

Such Men, the beſt Cauſe it ſelf will but very little help out, 
becauſe 'tis not zhery Canſe ;. tis only Sin and Hell that they 
ſerve, and whatever the: Caule be they die in, there "tis they 
cannot but. exped# their Pay. 

This therefore would be attempted with. refpeCt to them , 
As for the Intereſt of the. Prince, ſo of all who are con- 
cern'd in their Succeſs ; and. for the reclatming of Others, the 
great Corruptions of whoſe Manners, and ill Habits, ſeem to 
render the Work, ſo difficult, Let the Decree go forth, 

Let Judzment: to be. executed: on. the 
wicked be certain and irreverſible... 
Let 
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Let So only attend the good, 
an 
| let it be made the di/finguiſhing 
CharaFer by which all Favours ſhall be given forth, that it 
ſhall be where Love, and Charity, and g2od Life in any ſort 
{hall recommend the Candidate, 
F | Let him that /oves or gives Bribes 
be as abominable in the Eye of the Prince, as he is in God's, 
| © 4 Let it, in. a word, be made the 
Tatere#t of all to be good, to be ſober, and hoe, and godly : 
And how will Iztere## bow every Heart and Kyzee to the: 
Prince ? Let to this the Example of the 
Prince himſelf be added, and it made appear, That *tis by the 
ſame Vertues he deſires to recommend himſelf to his Przxce, 
as he ſeems to defire the People ſhould recommend themſelves 
to him by : And how ſmoothly would this make all things 
go? Where would there be any thing lefr to diſturb Re- 
ligion, Property and Liberty ? 
here the grievance the People would complain of ? 
Where the 4di/#ru# the Prizce ſhould have of any of 
his Subjedts ? 
K Where would be (let me ſo expreſs it) the grie- 
| wance too to God himſelf ? And if there were 
aotbing in which we griev'd or vexcd his Holy 
Oparit 3 : : 
| . nothing we did to ſeperate him from us, What but 
the moſt /errled Tranquility could be among us? What but 
a /fe next to that which is dwixe ? | | 
Nor let the Prance fear, which ſome Achitophcls would ſug- 
geſt, that it might ſpoil the Hopes he otherwiſe hath of 
gaining the Afettions of his Subjetts. 
\. For what 1s the buſineſs of that Rule to which he is to re- 
cover them, but to teach Men the z#rue Exerciſe of Love, 
and make them agree in that Yertue and Piery which would 
leave nothing for them to quarrel _— him about : And what 
2 T0078 
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room then will there be for Reſentments, unleſs that offend , 
that he is intent at once on their preſexr and future good, and 
by making them good Subjefts to Goa, as well as to himſelf, 
is indeed helping them on' to a more 9/07/05 Crown than 
what their Allegiance ſecures to him. Rb 

But if any ſtill will be exaſperated againſt the Sincerity of 
the Prizce herein, ic ought to be his comfort, that they are 
only it Metz, who can'be diſpleaſed' at him ; ant he' needs 
nor tear the diſturbance ſuc can give, whilſt he ſhall make 
ſo many g-04, whoſe Aﬀ-&10ns, and what 15 more, the Af< 
feftions of their God to, he {hall hereby ſecure. _ 

Fut if the d;Ficalty of the Woxk, and the hazard the Prixte 
may run, as to the 4fectiFions of his Subjects, if he'tye them 
up tov ſtriftly ro'the Ride, will-not-enough diſcourage; there 
are who'can turn the ' Argument,” and make Religion it [lf 
plead againſt Pyoperry and Liberty, thus to be ſecured ; and 
to diſparage what is here 'offer'd at, they” ſhall tell you, 
That all zhis is, but Morality, and'to urge That in a Chre- 
ſtian ſtate is to forget thar' we live by Fair, and are unca- 
pable of doing any thing acceprably, without /uch' Allowances, 
as that ſhall make. | | - 

Burt as St. Paul hath ſaid, with reſpe& to the Law, Row 3. 
J1. Do we then make. void the Law throuzh Faith ? God forb:d, 
yea we eſt abliſh' the Law : So' here, Do we then make woid Faith 
by the Law 2 God forbid, yea we eſtabliſh Faith. So inſe- 

arable are 7h-/e, that oze cannor ſabliſt- wirhout the other. 

Tis the'Lav, i. e. Obeaiente, or Works agretable to it muſt 

confirm, give life to, and perfett Faith, Jam. 2. 17, £1, 25, 
and *tis Faith, or a Belief in the Merits of Chrji, and what 
he hath done in performing the Law, and ſufferings whar was 
due to us for the breach of it, that muft' hilow owr Obedt- 
exce, We call not Men to the Law, as' if they could at- 
tai to ſuch a Perfeition in their Works, as to be ther. by 
J#/trfied ; Bat muſt we not therefore calf ther zo what they 
cax ao? Or may we not affure thetn' df” the Divine Bleſſing, 
: as 
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as far as that is promiſed to what they ſhall do with ſiz- 
cerity, if Men ſhall indeed give themſelves up to ſuch a degree 
of Perfeftion: Or, /to come lower yer, becauſe it muſt 
be confider'd, That 'tiS with refpe& to che Policy of Mez, 
the outward Peace and Proſperity thereon depending, that we 
are diſcourting. To come lower yet, may we not aſſure the 
Bleſ/in» even tO out vard Obedience, as far as we are warranted 
herein by the Mord of God? Por 1s it azy thing but ont- 
ward Obedience the Prince can take cognizance of ? any thing 
but out ard Obedience he can reward ? any thing but outward 
Ob-arence Man can have in view in all the Remarks he makes 
of Divine Providence, as atting toward the Righteous or Un- 
r/o htcous? Or, to reduce this expreſsly to the Queſtion 
before” us, ' 1s It 4azv thing we underſtand by the enjoyment 
of our .Re/z2i0n, Property and Liberty, but the oxtward Quict 
and Freedom that attends us in each of theſe? And could 
the Lav be but' outwardly perform?a, all the outward afts of l- 


pi-ry, Profanene[s, Blaſphimay, Violewce and' Injuſtice be reſtrain'd, 


and inſtead. of 7heſe, all' the outward Aits of Piety and Vertue 
take place, what breaking in, or going out ? What complain- 
ing could there be in our \treets ? Pal, 144. 14. ?Twas all that 
David askt in that Pſalm to the effect ing this, viz, That he 
might be deliver'd from theſe ourzward As expreſt by the 
had of ſtrange Children, whole mouth ſpeaketh wanity, and 
their right-hand is a right-hand of falſhood,. ver. 11. 

Not but that tis to be hoped could' Men be brought to 
this, that outwara Obeaiexce would not go alore ; and as our 
Lord toid the. young man, they would not be far from the Kynz- 
dom of God, Mark 12.34. -Only why I iofift on zhis, 15, 
becauſe thus far the Magiſtrates Porer can reach ; thus far we 
all precend to be able to go, and pretend only (an Argument 
which might be thought thould prevail for what we are plead- 
ing) tO happineſs TOO, 7. e. a Right and Title to any of God's 
Bl-//in2s, whillt we thus continue in the 7himps of the Law. 
And would the hrgbeit Pretenger (that we may deny _ 

| the 
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the utmoſt Priviledge of his Faith). be but ſo Sprizual as to 
govern all his Adtions by the Comment of his Lord on theſe 
Commanas ; would he bring all home ro the Priaciple of 
Love, as He preſcribes; he need nor make the leaſt Que- 
ſtion, but 'twould be the 'zrue# Evidence of his Faith, that 
he thus complies wich the Morality of the Divine Law. 

Not that after all (chat I may leave nothing to be cavillPd 
at by thoſe, who talk ſo much of Faich in the moſt ſublime 
and /piritual ſenſe of it) the Merit of Works 1s to be inſiſted 
on, becauſe when we have done all we can, we are anpro- 
fitable Servants, Luke 17.10. and therefore are by Grace to be 
ſaved through Faith, Ephel. 2. 8. 

But though we may, not with: reference #0 our. Juſtifica- 
tion before God, who ſees the heart, and knows wherein we 
offend all, urge theſe as Merit ; yet fure, with reference to 
Men, with whom we are joyn'd iz Society, they are ſuch. 

Tis the only true Merit we can have to rscommend our ſelves 
by to our Governors, or one another ; the ozly Merit too Go- 
wernors themſelves can have, that they take care that we and 
they live by this Rale ; the only Merit, with reſpett to.the Pub. 


lick, that by /o living we belpeak the Peace, which God hath © 


' promiſed to the Obſervers of his Law ; and as to himſelf, who 
looks nearer into our izward Obedience, ?tis that without which 
we cannot aſſure our hearts befbre him, 1 John}. 18, 19. there 
being nothing more trifling than to boaft the ſizcerity of rhe 
heart, and the excellency of Religion, that is lodged there, if 
xeither appear by their Fruits. - 

But what 1s all this (twill be ſaid) to ow preſent Dife- 
rences ? Let Morality have-its place and value, we all 
are for it; But "tis bs Moratiry, - but Religion preciſely 
ſpeaking, that divides us; Not any thing either of the jfr/# 
or ſecond Table we controvert : We all ow? 4 God, and 
his Worſhip, the Rewverence of his Name, and his Day to be 
herein prefcribed ? We all own too, becauſe we are 
guilty of the breaches of theſe, and all other his Commanas ; 

that 


Y 
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tat there's avother Righteouſneſs by which we muſt be juſti- 


fied, than our own ; We agree the outward, as well as inward 
. Daty' required in all theſe : Theſe are Matrers we all 


7 agree in, our Differences. are upon other Points; and how 


/ ' then will ſuch a Determination as you here give us, reach us 
in what we are diviaed ? How wHl it, if it ſecures not 
our Religion, as you ſee it concerns.it not in the ſenſe we 
- think this ought ro be maintain'd, enſure our other Pro- 
. perty-and Liberty ? That Liberty of Conſcience we plead for, 
'. Which ſhould exempt us from the Law, as that heavy burrhers 
or yoke we are not able to bear ? | 


To this I anſwer, 

1. That 'tis wholy to miſtake owr preſent Differences; 
wholy.to miſtake what 'tis, is the Objec# of Liberty of Con- 
| ſcience to argue thus; Foraſmuch as the Moral Law is 
not that heavy burthen, that intolerable yoke that is hereby inſt- 
nuated ; no certainly *ris the moſt p/eaſanr, moſt /atisfatFory 
thing that human Reaſon can be bulied. in ; »othing brings 
ſo much Peace and Joy to the Man, as the Obedzence he 
pays to #t ; and however we are degenerated by the Fall, and. 
ſo uncapable of that PerfeQtion which ſhould crowa our Obe- 
aience ; yet its being but to a&# according to Nature, as far as- 
we doit, muſt make it eaſe. 

"Tis true, the Gui/t and Puniſhment that attend Di/obe- - 
dience, are a very uneaſie yoke, a very intolerable burthen.;. and 
*tis the Excellency of Faith, the true exalted Liberty of the 
Chriſtian to. be ſet free from zhefe ;. but then this is far from 
ſetting us free from the Law it ſelf. Noytis the higheſt. Obliga- 
tion to Day that our Defetts are thus provided tor, and muſt 
leave »s izexcnſable if we ſhall plead Liberty of Conſcience from 
that, in the coffiplying wherewith alone. Peace of. Conſcience 1s 
te be enjoyed. | | 


Indeed” 


cl 


the Joy that attends its performance, is the fruit of the 


'ing is, That 'tis the want of Lowe and < 


=. _— 


Indeed the Apoſtle bids us fand fa# in the liberty wherewith® 


> 


Chrift hath made us free, and wot be intangled again with the yoke? 
of bondage, Gal. 5.1. And he ſpeaks this with reference? 
to the Lav, as appears Gal. 4. 2rt.' But 'cis the Ritual! 
or Ceremonial Law, as is plain from the whole purport of? 
the Epiſtle : And to put an end to the Controverlie, he 
concludes this whole Argument by eſtabliſhing that which 
-was Moral, Gal. 5.14. And this he doth 1n Oppoſition * 
to that falſe Liberty Men were | too apt to pretend toi from ! 
what he had been diſcourling of the other,: . For fo he * 
expreſsly reſolves it, wer. 13. Brethren, ye have. heeen called | 
zo liberty ; none calls more upon them to aſſert it than he did ; 
but then he ſubjoyns, Only w/e not liberty for an occaſion to © 
the fleſh, but by love ſerve one another; For all the law is © 
fulfilled in one word, even in this, Thou ſhalt lowe thy neighbour * 
as thy ſelf ; which, as is above obferv:d, mutt belong-to'the : 
Moral ſtill in force, and in abatement whereof zo Liberty what. | 
ever Is to be pleaded: Nay, 'tis obſervable farther, That - 
Obeatence to this, 'is called walking by the ſpirit, ver.16. and 


> ado 


ſpirit, ver. 22. 

So that we ſee the highe#t Liberty of the Chriſtian, is not 
to be exempred from, but reſtrained to this Law. And then 
as to the ocher part of the Objettion, I Anſwer, | 


2aly. That tis the greateſt miſtake in the 'World to- ſay, 
That *tis Religion, and. not Morality about which moft'of 
our Differences are. For what though the immediate 
Diſpute be about Matters of Diſcipline and Ceremony, and |: 
the outward parts of Divine Worſhip, nay the very Poinrs and | 
Myſteries of Diwuwziy ; yet what is it but the want-of Jforality 
that carries on. ſuch Diſputes to. an exce/y  » My mean- 7 
harity at the. bot- 

tom, which run through the whole Law ; 'tis the want of 
our due bridling our Paſſions,» our Pride, Ambition and 
| Cove- 
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Covetwuſneſs, the manifeſt breaches of Morality, that widen 
the Differences, and will not let us agree. . 
_ For were theſe honeſtly ſet aſide ; did Humility, Patience, 
Meekne/s, with thoſe other Vereues or Graces of the Chriſtian, 
influence all our AtFions, our Diviſions would foon be healed, 
and Men would not quarrel about /efſer rhings, where the 
ſubſtance of Religion might be preſerv'd. Nay the ſubſtence of 
Religion being preſerv'd (and what is #444 but what is con- 
tain'd in the Moral Law ? ) all other Differences would of them- 
ſelves fall. As why ſhould he who profeſſes himſelf to 
love God with all his Heart, all his Soul, all his Strength, all his 
Mzz4d, ſo much forget his Duty, as to be beat off of his Worſhip, 
becauſe another is not ſo well inſtruded as he thinks be is-: 
Ore, as I apprehend, brings chat into his Worſhip, which 
agrees not ſo well with that Spirit and Tratb in which I 
think he ought to be fſerv'd; I ſpeak with rgference to 
this or the other Ceremony, this or that Form, this or that Habit 
or Poſture, or whatever elſe we all eſteem invdifferewt ; But 
muſt I therefore hinder my good God of that part of Worſhip 
which he whoſe attainments are not equal to mine, thinks 
himſelf as much obliged to pay, as I do what I bring, and 
w#thout which he conceives he cannot do it in Spirit and 1 ruth ? 
Be it (for -I would give all the force that may be to the Ob. 
zetion) that bis Servece is not ſo perfect as mire, yet may 
it not ſtill be z7rwe Worſoip? And can T ſay I love God with all 
my Heart, all my Soul, &c. and yet be willing he ſhould be 
defrauded of any pars of bis Honour ? 

But ſuppoſe he likewiſe thinks that his Worſbip is that of 
the Spirit and Truth? 

Suppoſe he cannot fatisfie himſelf that he loves hins 
with. all bis heart, all his ſoul, all his mind, all his ſtrength, 
unleſs he gives Him an otward as well as inward Worſhip: 

0 


muſt therefore God lofe his Tribute 0x either hand ? No, 
True love to God in this extent will rejoyce ig whatever way 
his Hononr be advaxced : | 


D True 
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True love to. God will make us. ready to put the'beſt Con- 
ſtruction on whatever any of his Worſhippers do : © 
Tree love to God will make us-think ſo modeſtly of our ſelves, 


as to believe He, who is'ſo much Goodneſs (as that is in him, 


for which we love him) may have revealed himſelf to/ orhery, 
as well as us: Ar leaſt *twill ſo operate, as to make us not 
over forward to cenſure thoſe who profeſs to love him as well 
aSwedo: And what opetates thus o# oxe fide, will ope- 
Tate the ſame oz rhe other, and make him who thinks a Cere- 
remony, a Form, a Habit uſeful, no more judge him who hath 
not hereto attain'd, than he would be willing himſelf to be 
judg'd for what he thinks himſelf” obliged to. No, they 
would both carrs it with the greate# moderation, and' be 
ealons to approve this their love to God, by having love and 
charity for one another. | 

'Tis thaArgument of the Apoſtle, 1f 2 man ſay, 1 love God, 


_ wnd hateth his brother, be is a thar ; for he that loveth not his 


brother, whom he hath ſeen, how can he love God, whom he hath 
nor fern? 1 Fohn4. 20, And can he love his Brother, if he 
be Rill cenſuring hiw ? Can he love his Brother, if he 
hath no tenderneſs for his week or /crupalons Conſcience ? | 
| Can he ſ/ove his Brother, if he 
be fill laying « ftumbling-block in bis way ? ; 
| Can he love him as himſelf, if 


(were that the cafe) he were _ the advantage of every 


fhp to make him fall ? Or, if fallen, he doth not rather ſtudy 
how to raiſe him up, than to thruft him ſtill Jower and lower ? 
To conclude this, Doth he lowe his God with all his heart, atl his 
ſoul, all his mind, all his ſtrength, and will he do nothing to 
imitate bim! Or can he rightly imitzre Him, if he hath no 


forbearance for his Brother, for whom, as' well as for himſelf, 


there is ſo prear forbearancewrth his God ? 

But is this then to reconcile all Differences ? Alas, there 
are Points in Controverſie, that want particular Anſwers and 
Solutions ; Scruples there are among Chriſtians, that wall 

| : exerciſe 
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exerciſe the moſt profound Enquirer, and is this all that 
is/to be ſaid in that multiplicity of Diſputes which have 
fo much filled and. diftrated the World '' Undoubtedly 
this muſt be the method, /ove ro God, love ro onr Neighboay 
will anfwer all ; For what though there be ſeveral. Perplexi- 
ties and School- Queſtions which we are not Philoſophers enaugh 
to penetrate, yet if they be' not of the Eſſence and Nec'ſſity of 
Religion, if chey be not what we are bound to under ſtand,or 

if they find ns in that temper of mind; chat 
whether we do or do not underſtand them, yet we are re- 
ſolved they ſhall breed no difference, what is this to the 4j- 


1 ſturbance of our peace ?- 


Had God, whom we are thus to love, *ſeen it «b/olutely 
xeceſſary for us all to be juſt of the ſame mind in every thing, 
why then' did he leave any thing to be indifferent? 2" 

But becauſe 'tis fo hard to beat Men our of their Prejuaices, 
let us ſee what "tis that occaſions theſe, that the grear Miſtake 
being one rectified, we may no longer ſtumble at Ncon-day. 

Now this will be beſt done, by conſidering what the Occa- 
fron hereof was under the Jewiſh Oeconomy : And what was that 
but the want of diſt;þnx wiſhing between the Moral and Ceremonial 
Lav? both which being fy God, they did not fo well con» 
ſider the different Sanition and Reaſon of each, but (as Men are 
too apt to be taken up with Externals) they preſently run 
into too Ingh an Opinion of the /ater , forgetting the 
weightier things of | the' former ; forgetting too, that I may 
at once ſhew the groſsneſs of their Miſtake herein, that 'rwas 


the Moral Law was their Covenant between God and them, 'as 


\. hath been obſerv'd from Dexz. 4. 13. and that the Sratures and 


Tudgments given likewiſe to them by the ſame Lawv-giver, 
were but - [ub/ervient to it, and that ziU! rhe time, that what 
was Type and Figare, and only preparatory for better things, 
ſhould have her end, and only what was Moral{hould continue 
Rill in its full force, and be advanced to that Spiritual Gor: 


ſtraition which our Lord gave it in his Sermon on the Mount. 
D 2 * And 
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And Men would do well to conſider (I am fure this alone 
Tighly conſider'd, would make them far enough 


from ſetting 
up any thing ag4inſt or above the Moral Law, but leaſt of all 
Faith, that beike but the ears to Carry us on to the rue 
performance of this, and help us out where we come ſhort of 


"Wh 6 direQting us to the Righteouſneſs of another,) Men, I lay, 


would do well to conſider, whether it be not [ſomething like 
#his that occalions many of the Prejudices under the Goſpel, 
that we do not {aifcienty iiftinguilh between Precepts of 4 
different nature, but are apt to ſet them at variance with 
one another ? whereas the Solution of the whole, is that of 
our Lord to the Phariſee, Luke 11. 42. Theſe ought you to 
have done, and n9t to leave the other undone: My meaning 
is, every thing is to obtain in its preper place ; neither more 
than what is due, is to be given to Circuwſtaxrials, nor leſs than 
What is due to the Eſſentials of Religion: The Fringe of 
the Garment may adorn, but 'tis the Garment it ſelf muſt 
cover our nakedneſs, and keep us warm. - 
.- Which being rightly weighed, would put an end to all 
Sctuples herein ; For ſuppoſing firſt the Mor a! Law to obtain 
in the Comment the Old and New Teft ament give of it, I mean, 
Love and Charity ; and the Fundamentals agreeable to the Pre- 
cepts thereof to be kept to, we. have the full ſtate of that Lz- 
berty of Conſcience the Chriſtians Magiſtrate ought to give, (tor 
ove, which is the fulfilling of the Law, will oblige to, and 
e.ret him in it,) and the Chri/tian Subjett (for Love in his 


. Duty to his S»periors and Fellow-SubjefFs will thus influence 


b m) ought to be contented with, 


' For what is it Liberty of Conſcience . reſpedts ? is it the 


Law it ſelf, whereof we are diſcourſing, or onely the Ap- 
pendices of it ? the Worſhip indiſpenſibly due to God, or the 
manner, and external circumſtances in which it ſhall be ex- 
erCiled ? | | 


Or 
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Or with refpeQ. to murrers. of Faith,, Are they rhe. Arti- 
cles of our Creed, the: Great ary rmgeey as the [rinity, in- 
to the belief: whereof every Chriſttan ic baptized ? or are they 
certain Opinions of leſſer moment, and no way neceſſary $0 Sal- 
vation, whether. held the one, or the other way, that. 57s ' 
Liberty conſiſts in ? : Ko arts 

I thirck it will not be ſaid, I am ſure with any the leaſt 
realon it cannot, that 'tis either the Law it /+{f, . and the- 
fivine Worſhip, therein commanded; with thoſe other wor al 
auties of eternal Oblig ation; Or yet the Articles of our Creed,. 


# 


the great. Fundamentals of the Trinity into the: belief whereof 
every Chriſtian « baptiz'd : And as for any thing that is mere 
Appendix and. Cireumſtance on. the One hand ; mere Opinion, 
aud not at all neceſſary to Salvation that it ſhould be beliewd 
on the Other, nothing but the wezt' of love to Peace, a dew 
feit in that. Charity; which i the fulfilling of the Law, and 
without which '\we mck God and wan as often as we repeat 
the Creed, can. betray men to endleſs d:/putes and. janglings 
about theſe, or tempt them 70 divide and ſeparate upon them. 

E lay this down in common to all, as well zo thoſe who 
ſhall give, as thoſe. who ſhall. zake the Offence ; and the 
reaſon of it is, becauſe 'ris indeed to'deny the end and effetts; 
of all true Religion, which is to make.us unite and agree, if 
we ſhall 4d;/unite and diſazrce upon what is not of the E/- 


| fence of it. 


Do we, (that I may touch upon one part. of the Creed,.. 
whicl: takes in all the reſt, and indeed; the' whole ' frame. of - 
R--ligion with it ;) do we, profeſs our ſelves to: believe a 
Church, and the Communion of Saints in it, 1. e. that there is 


. one Myſtical Body, of which we all are under our Head the 


Lord Chriſt, and thereby - members in particular, % Cor. 
£2.27. andis it conſiſtent with either the Being or well- 
being” of thoſe who- are in ſuch a relation, as to. Him their 
Head, io to one another, to be trending off quick Members 
from the Body? or can. it be without certain Death _ 

| _ 
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Member: that is fo ſevered, and-as \'certain pars, avd' danger 
zo the Body, from whence: tent? mult nocfuth a wound 
fink deep; and leave at leatailefxgScar belnind it ?.-. |. 

Bur then, that -we- may hold'ro our point, 'what is: it 
bur ſome failure in this Law of Charity, that' tan produce 
this ? What but a meer Spirit of Contention, if the hazard 
' being ſo great, Men ſhall heedleſly run into it ? - A Spi- 
rit of 'Contention, I'lay, for is it not ſo, when 'ns- confide- 
ration of what they conteft' for, being neirher of - the {V&# 
cefſity, ' or Eſſence. of - Religion,” or that-in which" Church com- 
muxion properly conſiſts, 1hall be'able to'witthhold them from 


Diwifions ? | 


F would not offedd, bar” what can it be. els but this ? © 


Men's loving to be of 4 party,” which it ſelf-is contrary- to 
the Law of Natave, and' thac-Hwumanizy which'in - the good 
efftets of it is' a debt we oweiin common” to- all-;' what- I 
ſay- elfe 'can it -be, when" the things abowt -which rhey gif- 
fer are on all hands own'd'to be iu#ifferent, when it may 
be too, it ſhall þe confeſſed that there' is nothing ſinful in 
the Communion, to which they- are invited, 'and' yet they 
ſhall till ſtandoff ?* T would turn -the- Queſtion, and - fay 
the ſame to the Impoſers of ſuch things, as well, as to 
thoſe whoſe compliance is called- for; 'If they fball too high- 
Iy' infift en things of a middle nature, and lay that burden 
| wpon the Conſcience, which is contrary to that Lav, where- 
of rhey are Guardians, the ſame guilt will reft 'on their 
aQtings: For Charity calld for on either | ſide, would tell 
us alt, that we ought to /#ffer long, and be kind, x Cor. 13. 
4. that we ought not to exvy: not to wvaunt or be puſfed wp : 
that we ought mot to behave our ſelves unſeemly, ought mot 
to ſerk our own: onght mnot'to be eaſt provoked ; ought to think 
zo evil ; cupht to rejpyte only in the Truth ; ought to bear all 

things, to believe all thihgs, endure all. things, v.5,6, 7. 
And were \this o#r Temper, what occaſion would there 
be of Strife'? 'twere impoſſible if we would oy 
X I | apply 


UMI 
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apply his "in ul? 2uy” Stouples,” that there” ſhould ariſe - any 


«Tis: becauſe Men rejoyce not in the Truth: © © 
. *Tis becauſe Men arepreviſh and frovard, are [uſpicious and 
ul natur®d : AL UE Do BIG Ns TVs 1 0 WORE 
- Tis becauſe Men are Cerfor;ory, and can (tis 2 bad fymp- 
_ "rom on their own Temper, for penerally'*tis rhe Conſe:- 
_ ouſneſf they have of themſelves, rhakes them to think 
others as bad as themſelves) ſcarce believe any this that 
#5 good of others, becaue: they 'arengt fo Candid to hope 
__ the beſt, and have'themſtlves 'no' Patience to | endure 
any thing tn a good Cauſe. © © | | 
Theſe, let what will be the pretence, are the Reaſor of aff 
our Differences, and the taking place of the contrary Virtues, 
7, e. thoſe excellent Efetts of Charity, as the Apoſtle there enu- 
merates them, would be a common Remedy for Prince and Peo- 
ple, a Care that would reach the whole Stare. Wa 
This without any more ado would bring us all to a Tem- 
perament in Religion, and as the Plalmiſt ſpeaks, P/al. 120. 
5,6, 7. we ſhould no longer have occaſion to ſay, Wo 7s me 
that I ſojourn in Meſeeh, that 1 dwell ;n the tents of Kedar. My 
Soul hath long divelt with him that hateth peace : I am for peace, 
bat when I ſpeak, they are for Way, - No, there would be no- 
thing but the faireff” Correſpandence_among us all. ': Charity 
would anſwer every ſeraple and decide all on'the fide of Peace * 
&would do it, not fo much by :aking the Chair, and reſolving 
all the Nicerties of the Schools, ( there would be'no need of _ 
22 6 
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ry Subtilties ) but' by 
at it ſhould be offer- 


"& 


ed with ſo.great Aſſurance?  - Who is there could not 
have given: the Advice ? or hath, it not been again and again 
urged ? 


| But .if urged ever ſo often, if Men have not taken it ; if 


the time, for :its being liſten'd to, hath: not. yet come ;- 


if Men have. not had Ears to hear, let the /eaſo» of the Ad- 
wice at laſt. prevail, _ let the many dangers with 
which we are ſurrounded, 


tended to, at length open Mens Ears. | 

But whoſe. Eers, .'twill be {aid, can be open'd to zhis, which 
hath been ſo oftex begun, but ſo; little ſucceeded? hath it 
not been almoſt the conſtant Cry of the Nation for 2 Refor- 
wation, and have not Men -fairly ſet out towards it ? but 
what ſtill hath been the Effet?, but that Diſorder and Con- 
f#fon, which ſhould thereby have been prevented ?. 

And would we know the Reaſon? *tis becatſe ſuch « Work 
was never any more-than begun ; becauſe. Men made uſe 
of the Name to ſerve any thing elſe but the ere Imtereft of 
Religion, and ſought no farther, than to Reform themſelves 
ivto good Places, and profitable Offices and Employments ; thus 
far we can ſhew our Zeal for God ard his Law,. as to think 
it moſt reaſonable. to. chale away the Wicked that ſtand is 
our way, but how doth our Zza/ fhg, when we are mind.- 
ed of thoſe Vices in our Selves, which were ſo odious in 
Others ? . , | 

But why this ſtill with ſo much*vehemency ? are there 


no other Expedients whereby to ſecure Religion, Property 


and Liberty ?- none who are able to adviſe for- the good of 
the Puablick ? the great Councils of the Nation, who ſhould 
beſt know our Minds and Intereſts, let them, they are the 
Repreſentative Wiſdom of the whole Body politich 4 let them 
/ meet 


the many Diſappoint- 
ents the Publick hath met with for want of its being at- 
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| 8 meet and conſult what is moſt for the Serwice of the Pub- 
2 lick: . - And in the. Name of God let it be fo, none ſo fit 
: for ſuch a Work ; but let them be ſure, if they. will ever 


-; do ns any good, to take God into their Councils ; and to do 


thar, they muſt make his Law whereof weare diſcourſing, the 
Rale we are to walk by. -ft 

But becauſe they are not always in being, -may there not 
be ſome among us who are wile enough to ſerve all Emer-. 


- 2encies, and provide for the ſafety of the whole ? And: for the 


carrying on ſo good a work, Lives ad Fortunes are the leaſt we 


can offer; and 'tis a good _—_— if Religion, Property and 


Liberty be the real Return we 
if the Purchaſe be Enſured. 
And what is it then that ca exſure it ? Why let but as have 
the menage of Matters, ſaith: one party, and we will be your Bozas> 
zen'for it : Let us, faith another, and we will defend you from 
the common Enemy, and from whoever elſe bid for it. 
But ſee then how in the very firſt offer, Religion, Pro- 


ave forit, a Price well paid, 


perty and Liberty: ars aſhgi'd over to them who pro. 


feſs to ruine them all ? For what is, . Let us have the me- 
age of Matters, but in other words, Let us be the Oppreſſors 
to engroſs all theſe to our lelves, | 

to exclude all others who will not run with us into the ſame 

Exceſles, i 2 
to ruin them in their Reputation, Fortunes and Lives, if they 
give:not up themſelves to our Wills, nay and + | 
to Damn them too,if they think not all this to be the very Spi- 
rit of Religion, and the only Genius of a true Reformation. 

But will this then do the feat ? Could the Tide all run on 
one ſide of the ſhore, would it be a ſecurity that there ſhould 
never riſe a Storm ? Or muſt wenot rather give credit:to:what 
we read, 1/4. 57. 20. That the wicked are likeithe troubled Sea 
when it cannot re#t, :whoſe. waters cat up mire and dirt ? Tool. 
low our Metaphor, ſee whether this 1s not moſt ſo, when the 
Tide runs only to one bank? Would they who areſo _ 

E els 
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leſs to gain Power ito their hands, have juſt enough for every; « 
| E 2 Would not the fame Ambi«.. ” 
tion that ats the whole Party, be apt to att them every oe in : *: 


one ?. 


particular, and make 'them look upon themſelves as the beſt 
Menagers of the whole Party ? Fs. 

No, there's no poſſibility that there's a»y Party ſhould 
acquieſce in what it hath gained : the whole. World 
would be ſtill too narrow for Alexander to: breathin-r: the 


Places of Profit and Honour, or whatever elſe leads fuch- 


Men, would: be too few or too mean to anſwer their grow- 
ins Merits. | | 

What then is to be done ? Muſt no body menage - Aﬀairs ? 
GoJ forbid we ſhould be: ſo ſent to Sea, as neither to-have 
Sail, nor Helm, nor Pilot to guide the floating Hulk : No, 
certainly ſome there are who ought. to ſir there : Bur muſt 
they then be-of zeither Party ? Theres the unhappineſs ſill, 
that we know not how to ſpeak of Men, but under ſome 4/- 
ſtinftion or diviſion : But however this is what mult be ſettled, 


That they ought to be of zeither Party : | No, 'tis Only uniting. 
and confolidating all Intereſts ' that can. make us happy : 
Such they muſt be ( if ſuch the Age hath) that are of pub- 
lick Spirits, narrowed neither to the Capricio of the ore, 
nor the Superciliouſneſsof the ozher, of that univerſal Charity 
that will carry them out to ſuch a revererence for Relizroy,. 
Property and” Liberty, as to let theſe. not only in »ame, but in 
reality influence all their Attions:: For Religion, Property 


and Liberty will do all, and whoſoever hath a Conſcience for 
the fir, will have it equally for the othey two. 
Methinks the CharaQter Jethro gave to Moſes of thoſe whom 


he ſhould employ, might a little dire& in our Choice : 


viz. That they be'men that fear God, men of Truth, hating Cove- 
rmouſneſs, Exod. 18. 21. | 


Whatever tlie-Parzy be of which Men are reputed, if this 


be not their Character, there will be but little good to be 


expected from them : Men that have.not the zrae ſenſe of the 


Divine 


L 27-] 


8 Divine Majeſty, the Awe and Reverexce that is above all due to 
'% Him who is: Kz22 of Kings : Men who hate not Falſboog, all 


'*" the poor Tricks and Cheats of Carnal Policy ; lying, (ham- 
3. - ming, and impoſing upon the World with ſuch thin-ſpun Cob- 


 w HY,” 


+ webs, which at once ſhew, as the YVezom of the Creature that 
' weaves them, ſo the Yaxity of thoſe who truſt in them : Men 


too whom a Brie or a little unjuſt Gain will make to let 
themſelves, and their Souls, as well as the Pablick, to ſale : 
Theſe are thoſe that »o Party. ought to value, no Party can be 


{ecure 1n. 


Let us ſee therefore if there be not ſome more general 


- ſtzle to ſpeak by : Let it be that of Men and Chriſtians : 


"Tis but to make us agreeable. to theſe Names, all that we 
have been ſaying tends to: MAames that we would be very 
unwilling .any ſhould rob us of, and Names they. are which 
would fully ſecure us our Religion, Property and Likerty. 
* For being Mez in the*true Notion of that word , would 
teach us that Humanity which would exclude all fort of a#- 


reaſonable Paſſions or Reſentments againſt one another : Being 


Chriſtians, would teach us, That with all lowline/s, meekneſs 
and long-ſuffering, forbearing one another in love, we ſhould en- 
deavour to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. 

And I perſwade my ſelf, this is the very Reaſon why we 
and other People have been fo toſt to and fro, emptied from 
Veflel-to Veſſel, and by Divine Providence (for. think we what 
we will, God will be taken in-in all oyr Politicks) -are.permit- 
ted itill to diſcover that ferment of AfﬀeStions. which ſo va- 
rioufly works in Men of ſeveral Perſwaſions,that at laſt by our 
returning to this ſtate the greateſt Unity may be brought out of 
Diſcord, the pgreate#t Order out of Diſorder and Confuſion. | 

I- perſwade my ſelf, I ſay, that tis for ſome great Good, 
God 1n his wiſe Providence hath ſuffer'd this to. come upon 
his Church : As why, among other things, may it-not be to 
ſhew us, that we are none of. us hitherto ſo in the.right way, 
but that there is a more Chriſtian ſtate we are (till to aſpire 
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afrer ; when the Wolf ſhall dwell with the Lamb, and the Leopard 


lie down with the K/ja, Ta.1nr. 6. or as it follows, ver. 13. 


M1'ben the\envy of Ephraim ſhall depart, aud the adverſaries of 


ſhall not wex Ephraim. 

And let not Men deceive themſcives in thinking otherwiſe ; 
ct none miſtake their Ezvy for Za, and imagin the vexin; 
of others can be the means to preſerve either Religion,  Prc- 
p:rty or Liberty : No, the: Prophecy is, ver. 9. They ſhall zot 
hart aor deſtroy in all my holy mouatain; the Church is thac 
FHloly Monntain, as *tis to be then higheF# inthe World, and 


Fudeh fhall be cat off, Ephraim ſhall not envy Judah, and Tudh 


that which ſhall make it ſo ſhall be that auizerſa/ Charity which - 


{hall diffuſe itſelf through the Lives of its Profeſſors : © For 
that is, as-it there is added,. for the Earrh ro be full of the 
knowledoe of the Lord, as :the Waters cover the Sea:: 4. e.:for 


it torunin its zatura! Channel, and that with the preate# abun+ » 


dance : And what is the aataral Chanzel of Duty, but ts 
it immediately reſpects the Divine Law ? And, according to 
the Comment of.the Holy Ghoſt on it, both in the 0/d and New 
Teſtament, it ſprings from Love. | 

For this 1s indeed to-kz9w God; when we make this the Prix- 
ciple of our Obedience to: Him, ſhutting - out all mean and 
privatereſpects, all little pitiful Ez4s and unworthy Deſioxs 
from a. ſhare in that Nobler, that more Sublime and Spiritual 
Service we. yield either to himz the Fountain of all Love and 
Goodneſs: (Names that ſpeak what is'mo## communicative and 
beneficial to all) or to our Brethren for his ſake. 

And the good Lord open our Eyes, that we may at length 
ſee how contrary every: thing of Exmvying, vtrife and Diviſion is 
to all Religion : For 'tis to:be carnal, and walk as men, not as 
Chriſtians, 1 Cor. 3. 3. And how fatal to any Church or State 
this muſt be : For as tis Gal. 5. 15. If ye bite and devour one 
another, take heed ye be not couſumed of one another : Nay, take 
heed, let me fay, leſt ye bring in others to do it ſor you. 


It may be, nothing but a common Enemy, the overthrow at once 
of 


[29 ] 
of our Religion, Property and Liberty, will reconcile us : There 
bath been a #ime when the fear of ſuch things made us to 
begin to think of uniting ; 1 wiſh there be: not more of it 
behind to compleat our Union: If Concord among Brethren 
be. not etherwiſe to be hoped for, we muſt be content to ſub- 
mit to the Roa of our Father for it. 

But *rwere to be wilht, z# might begin from our ſelves, 
that looking upon this as the Rea/oz why no greater Succels 
hath hitherto gone with any Property, any Liberty, any Reli- 
2708 that hath been among us,. we would make the Experi- 
ment once of -returning.to this Law of Love: Let me put 
ic in the words of God by his Prophet on the like occaſion, 
Prove me now herewith, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, if I will nse 
open you the winaows of heaven, and pour out a bleſſing, that there 
(hal not be room enough to receive it, and I will:rebuke the de- 
wourer for your ſakes, Mal. 3. 10, 

And let neither. Prince ' nor People deceive themſelves in 
thinking that any thing elſe will do it: For can we think 
that God, the God of Love, God that is Love, will joyn with 
us in our Piques? Is Chriſt divided, that we ſhould think 
it for the Honour. of our. Reſemanin to cheriſh that Partia- 
lity which will firſt or laſt.daſh us all in pieces ? | 

I had thought the deſlign of crying up Religiow, Property 
and Liberty, had been to have joyn'd us all iz ſome Common 
Intere#, not to -have made theſe fight againſt- ove another : 
I. had thought .it had been /ove 70 God and man, good-will 
and peace upon earth, that had been hereby intended to reflect 
back glory to God inthe higheſt ; And is all to end in a 
Party ?. | 

Do we think it becomes the Majeſty of the Great God of 
Heaven to be called down to abett a Fa&#ion ? Or is it in 
order to that gereral concord among Chriſtians, that- Phza- 
Adelphian ſtate we expect in the /ater days, we appeal- to his 
Throne ? If fo, let us remember, F muſt obſerve it again, 
That it muſt be by Love fulfilling his Law : *Tis only. this 
can. 
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can give us a title to his Afe#jon, only this can ſettle owrs 
towards one another. | BY ol 

But it may be 'tis not yet the /ez/on, 'tis a little'too haſty 
to call us from greater Afﬀairs, the Concerns and Preparations 
for War, and the neceſſary Defence of our Country, to attend ſuch 
a work; Let things be a little better ſettled, and when we 
have /ezſare, this ſhall not be forgotten. | 

But who is it then that mult ſettle things forus ? Who was it 
brought the greateſt Order out of the Chaos, or can throw any 
the mo ſettled State into Confuſion, if he pleaſes, that we 
ſhould queſtion where to apply in ſuch ftreights'? fg 

Or do we think the way to effablih our ſelwes, is to put 
God and Chriſt in the mean time beſide the Throne ? 
'/ Do we think He that hath done ſo great things for us, 
will be contented ſtill to let us-be doing other things firſt? 

Are our times in our own Or his hands, 'that we thus procra- 
ſtinate in' what wepretend to be raid up by him for ?x%8 © 

Or, with refpect to the Inftruments who are to be made 
uſe of to effect this by, is it by zhofe whoſe lives ſpeak them-to 
have'the leaſt reverence for Religion, Property and Liberty ? or 
at the beſt, to mind zho/e no farther than they ferve their 
private Intereſt, T wiſh I could not fay, and Lyfs too, we 
hope to proſper ? If it be 'a' true Reformation we are 
defigning, -let us conſider who are fit fo work with the-Lora, 
10m We may imagin he will accept to appear for him,and fizht 
his battels, "and by whom *'tis Prince or 'People may hope for 
Succeſs. | | 

[ ie" deny but: that *hoſe who 'anſwer -not [ſuch a Cha- 
rater, may ſomerimes be very ut) wn in their Undertaking s, 
becauſe'they are /ach (as may be*feen in all the Hiftories of 
' Kyjngdoms and States overthrown-or changed!) whom God gene- 
rally makes uſe of 'as his Sconr2es ; Bur this .is fo as to be 
themſelves within -the reach of the lafh, [it being the equal 
concern of that Divine Juſtice which employs them: to be its 
. Executioners'0n others, tO be avenged on them for their Impieties, 
when 
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when their #iquity ſhall be full, Gen. 15. 16. And ſo the 
Prophet ftates it, Jerem. 12. 1, 2, 3. Rinhteous art thou, 
0 Lord, when 1 plead with thee : yet let me ta/k with thee of thy 
jndoments : Whovefore doth the way of the wicked proſper ? Where- 
fore are all they hapby who deal very treacherouſly ? 

"Thou haſt planted them, yea they have taken root : they orow, 
yea they bring forth fruit ; thou art near in their mouth, and far 
from their reins. | | 

- But thow, Lord, knowef# me ; thou hait ſeen me, and tried 
mine heart towards thee : Pull them out like ſheep for the flaushrer, 
and prepare thews for the day of laughter. 

But this, I hope, is what we would not have to be our 
caſe ; 1t imports us therefore, that laying aſide all the fare- 
ries of preſent Sacceſs, were that as: great as our hearts could 
wiſh, we- would conſider a little who they are by whom 
we may hope'to eſtabl:ſh our Religien, | Property and Liberty, 
by whom either Prince or Subject may hope to be thorowly 
ſettled's: And who can thoſe be but the Ju/#, the Chaſte, 
the Temperate, the Prous, thoſe eſpecially who, according to 
the Rule given Dent. 23. 9. When the ho## goeth forth againſt 
the enemy, keep them from every wicked thing 7 (tor we know 
what one Achan did to the troubling of 1/rae/, Joſh. 7. 25. 
And if an Army be made up of ſuch with whom the Wedge 
of Gold, and tlie Babyloniſh Garment weigh' more than 
either Religion; Property or Liberty, what 'can be expected, 
but that every Yalky ſhould be that of '4chor, only trou- 
ble and aiſappormtment accompany our Arms?) it being 
what will be always true, That Righteouſneſs (a word that 
will take m our Obedience to the whole Law of God) exalteth 
« nation, but fins ateproach to any people, Prov. 14. 34. | 

It was promiſed to the Jews, If they walk'd in God's Sta- 
tutes, and kept his Commandments, Levit. 26.' 3. that he would 
' give them peace dd the land ; and they ſhould lye down, and none 

{bould nuke them afruid)ver+65% And ver. 7, 8. That rhey(bould © 
chaſe their enemies, ayd they ſhojld fall before them bv theſm#4 ; 


and 


- 1.32: 
and five of them ſbould chaſe an hundred, aud an hundved of thews 
put ten thouſand to flight. And when at their great Solem-, 
nitics of Religion they ſhould be obliged to abſent themſelves. 
from their Borders which lay moſt expos'd-tgthe In-road of 
the Enemy, *twas likewiſe promis'd, That mo Fax (bould deſire 
their land, Exod. 34.24. And what was thus promis'd,God never 
faild to make good to them while they held to zh/s Rate : 
And is it not he who hath aſſerted to himſelf to be zhe Lord,who 
changeth not ? Mal. 3.6. Why then ſhould we think that any 
' thing elſe but this ſhould qualifie for Succeſs ? Why ſhould we. 
be /uch Infidels as to doubt that, if thus qualifid, He, who 
1S:inmutable, always the ſame, and cannot deny bis Word; ſhould 
do it for us ? WY 3 tle s 
Would we kaow the Reaſon why. the great Monarchies 
of the World have ſucceſſively felt their Chanpes,, we: bave it 
Dan. 2. 44. *Twas becanſe in the days of thoſe Kings, the God 
of Heaven ſet up a Kingdom which ſhould never be deſtroyed, 
a Kyjngdom that ſhould not 4 left to other people, but ſhould; break 
in pieces and conſume all theſe Kingdoms, and jt , ſhould ſtand for 
ever, 'Twas this Kingdom, a Kyjnedom of Righteouſneſs, that 
they oppos'd, and therefore could not ſtand. - Had they. 
ſubmitted to this Kingdom as thus {et up by the God of Hea- 
ven, Mene, M:ne, Tekel could never have been the Hand- 
writing upon the Wall again#t them, Dan. 5.25. _ " 
And may it not be for this very cauſe, that Men ſubmit not 
to this Kjngaom, the, Kjngdom of our Lord, the Meſſiah, or 
anointed one, as he is tiled, P/al. 22. as 'tis to be a Kjnedom 
of Righteouſneſs, as this is his Scepter, Heb. 1. 8. That the 
Potters Veſſels are daſhing in  Hieees, P/al2.9? For I can- 
not otherwiſe expreſs thoſe Cataſtrophe's. we in our days have 
ſeen in Chriſtendom, and are like, I fear.to ſee more /uch, if a 
timely Refgrmaeion do not prevent, 4 CARE * 
:I know, to Men: of common Puliyighs;. 
= 4}, ty it all that the. Prophegs of God Havedaid on the 
"Agelf ary, Ajguganh for they: met with'the [ame Treatment when 
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they did it, will be lookt upon as Cart and Enthuſisſm, or 
whatever other rewiling [Hye thoſe who know how to ridicule 
every thing that looks cowards rue Religion {hall think fit to 
beſtow on ſuch as ſigh and cry for all the abomination; that ave 
done in the land, Bzck. 9.6. And whatever you ſhall talk 
of Reforming, "tis their Armies and Stores, their Friends and 
Alliances, their worlaty Inrereſ?s they will ill relye on: '- Give 
them but the /ozge## Sword, ſecure them: but the fronge#t 
Party, if with all their Wiſdom they could tell which that 
is, (I am ſure 'tis hard to do it here, and hath been the 
conſtant Experiment, to-look no farther back than theſe laft 
Thirty Years that hath been till trying among us, and hath 
as often failed ) and they will give themſelves Succe/s. 


But then I cannot but ask, Where is Rel;g70n, where is 
Property, where is Liberty, whilit Men att by ſuch Prin- 
ciples? Tis Oppeſſion, 'tis Cruelty, 'tis Injuſtice, *tis Pride, 
"tis Ambition, 'tis Uncharitableneſs,' the higheſt Prophaneneſs 
and Ipfidelity, where-ever Men thus fteer: _ And I doubt 
not, if Men fiill will hold to theſe weak Defians, Gad will in 
his due time infatuate all ſuch Achzrophels, and let them fee 
what 'tis fo leave Him out of their Conrcels. ] 
. But what is it then you offer, will Men fay, that at length 
we.may be in the harbour ? that we may fit out our Veſſels 
and liſt our So/dters, and promile Succeſs to either ? | 
.. Why wlw can-ofter more than God'and his good Spirit have 
been pleas'd to offer ? And what is that but what I have al- 
ready enlarged on, that we return tothe Lord our God, and 
be obedient unto his voice? Deut 4. 3o. Or as 'tis given ih the 


laſt Prophet before the coming of the Meſzras, T hat we ſhould 


remember ths aw of Moſes the ſervant of God, which "he cone- 
manded. him in Horeb, Mal. 4. 4. as being that alone by which 
the hearts of the fathers are to be turn'd unto the children, ani the. 
hearts of the childrew to their fathers ; or as 'tis in St. Luke's 
Paraphraſe, The 4iſobedicnt to the wiſdom % the juſt, and that, 

(as 


"L 34] 


( as it there follows) fo make ready a prople prepared fer the i 


Lord, Luke 1. 17. . 
As what 1o likely to prepare us for a ſettled Peace ex- 


preſt thus by the rurning of Mens Hearts towards one ano- 
ther, what ſo likely to prepare us for Chriit and his Kyng- 
' dom, as- thus to make h:s and our paths ffraicht, Luke 3. 4» 
ro reGific every thing: 7/47 7s crooked by this right line, and 
make zhe rowgh- ways ſmooth, by ſubmitting every one hes 


Paſſion and diſcrderly Appetite to-the plain Rule of God's Law ? 


What ſo like to advance the 7hrore of that King whoſe 
Royal Charatter 'tis to reign in righteouſneſs, 1/a. 32, 1. as 
the Juſtice and Uprightneſs, the: Holineſs and: Purity of his 
Syubjetts ? ; ES 
Saith the Apoſtle, Rom. 14. 17. The kinzdom of God is not 
meat and drink, but righteouſneſs, peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt ; 
For he that im theſe things ſerveth C _ 7s acceptable to God, 
and approved of men : let us therefore follow after the things which 
make for peace, end things wheren ith we may eaifre one another, v.18, 


19, This is what would indeed ſet the-Crors oz the Head of 


Chriſt, if his SubjetFs would thus exalt the lory of his Kingdom, by 
that Righteonſpeſs whichbe came to-eſtabliſh : They were. 
our Offences againſt the Mora! Law, from which he came to 
fave us ; what we come ſhort of zh# Law, he came to make 
up with his »»fioning Obedience ; but muſt have fet upan odd 
ſort of a. Kjzgdom, 1 he ſhould have licenc'd the Enormities 
he came, as to make « his own Holy Life, fo to "tome for 
by his Meritorious Death: Was there no other way to. 
deliver us from the gai/s and puniſhment of the Law, but by 
his. bowing the Heavens and coming down, and do we imagin 
the way to .advance his G/ory now he is retura'd thither, is 
to conrinue in what: coſt him- fo dear ? No ( ſaith 
St. Peter ) we look for new heavens, and 4 new earth, wherein 


dwvelleth Righteouſneſs, and 'tis abſurd co imagin any thing but 


this ſhould advance the Prince or People who are to be tlie 


Lihabitants of either: Any thing but this recons;le all their 
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Iufferences, this only being what diſpoſes to. thoſe rhinzs that 


L. ; F 0 - . . 
_ FF wake for peace ;_ this only what can filly reſtrain whatever is 
3 contrary t0 it. - REY | 

f And till ſomething bz done tow:sd bringing us to this 


! ” frame, whatever. our other Hopes are,. I' dare not believe+ - 
there will ever be any. /errled Peace in our Borders : ' 'No, 

if we. would ſee good days, in St. Peter's advice, 1 Pet. }. 10. 
let, us, e/chew jul? and. do gook, fe ek peate, and enſue it : For 
the, eyes. of. the Lord ate' over # 


W ©® 


; 
& Lora are Ov e righteous,” and his ears are. 
open, unto Mecr prayers ;. but the face of the Lord'is againft'theis' 
We ;may have our ;Projee#5 for Peace, and'think it 


-lorions ; tO beat down our Enemies; we may call our ſelves - 


£ 


Ty 


: 


God's People, and boalt our Proteſtant Religion ; but have we 
beat dons. Vice, "that we are 10 ſecure in theſe our Priviledges ?. 
If ooty as *ris Hoſe 4. 1, 2,3. The Lordwill have a controverſie 
with the inhabitants of the land, becanſe there' is no truth;' nor 
mercy, nor knowledge of God .in the land ; by ſwearing, and 
lying, .and killing, and ſtealing, and committing adultery; they 
break out . and. blood toucheth blood ; Therefore: ſhall "the' land 
m0urn, and . every one that awelleth therein ſhall languiſh," &&. 
God may have made uſe of us,; and*thar,. it may be nirour | 
confidence too, to chaſtiſe his Adverſaries, but if we take their - 
place, .and our {eives turu Adverſaries to him, how can we 
expect that he ihould not find « Rod 70 chaftife us'too ? ** Hath - 
he papjayed us to- extirpare 1dolatry, and other grofs _ 
: fitions which may obtain among. thoſe who call themiſ ves 
A Chriſtians ? But will that juſtifie, if we give countenance to - 
; the profane and debauthd ? Or is his Homur 'more concern'd ' 
R in. puniſhing them who have /not' the rrue knwledge of his ways, 
Ft or thoſe who having that Enqniedee; with-hold it in unrighteouſ- 
; {s,; and ke ig ton it [eff toſerve all the purpoſes of Vice? * 


- ve /ig ton it [elf .tOJers 
We know he hath determined' the contrary, Amos 3.2: Tos 


i _ only have 1 known of all the fatnilles of the earth, therefore Twill | 
7 paniſh you for all your iniquities.” © ay 


F:2- Methinks 


[38] 
Meininks is an Emphaſis that ſhould-awaken any who are- 
thus miſtaken ; Thou that abhorreſt iabls, committeſt thou [a+ 
exrilege ? Thos that ups thy boaſt 4 the law, throyp trething” 


. 


vb 


now God f, K 


the law, diſhononzeſt. - t 


nour on Thee, as thoſe thou art the hand to puniſh 


For my .part, 1, muſt conlels, there 1s nothing ſeems'to me- 


fo great 4 Rub in the 


{6 herd: with. :ho/e who they.. think, or at leaſt ould"per- 


twade themſclves, are the People of God ; not conſidering that. 
"tis Gnly Faith working by 700 boar) ſhewi g It felf by 0d 
F | Re 


works, that can, prove them jo be at'll Ch; 
is'it by which we have learnt 9 all: Fi 
by our. being warm and' zealous the haz 
7c. Our being uncharitable and nnch iſtian to all «ſz * 
be ſuch a thin | 
ſhould we dob 


© By that 
that Z2%%, that 


Which:are agrceable to the Relzz1on we profeſs *'* * 


Temper avte, that Charizy that. Moderation in Words aud Atjons 
L f Un 70 


- What isit to be 2 g99d Church-may, but tolive up tothe 


eiaciples we have receiv'd,? What can commend 'ar 
«her ws, bur being more Hop, tore Pioue more of 
more: Charitable than thoſe we apvide grow, 


- 1ngxed to {ccure Our Religion, Property and Thberty ? What 

a Texaerne(s,. what mucus! Affe On, What .Lojalty on. one 
hang 3; What Bonchs and| Inawgence on the Gulice woild nh” 
re? How muſt this Jett Mens hearts 


2 


towards their Governors ?* How draw out tho 


Now 


: 7 Ram, s. 22, 23. of canli 


The Way of our preſent Proſperity, as' that 
rs ls aur unbappy Temper : "How "many ave thers that 
think it Religion enough to be'6f}};; or 'the "other Party's. 


nalize our: Profefior:; but 
KIN Rde we have che; 
eh 


ter Party than others, what 


[e of Govermors 
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Now. this I cannot; but inſitt on as 3#/ ſca/onable at this 
time, whilſ} Men are ſo divided among themſelves, and 
bewildered as 'twere in their ſeveral Intriexues and Intereſts : One. 
i{:zgking out one Remedy, and another another, and all of ther 
at the beft,, as "tis in the Prophet, healing;the hurt of the Dang h- 
ger of my People lightly, ſaying, Peace, peace, where there is 119 
peace, Jerem. 6.14, The great God ofi Heaven and Earth, 
who thnouy the Hearts of all Men, knows that this alone 1» 
the Reaſon, why I write this ; *cis, that if it*be - poſſible, 
Men, woytd-at length be perſwaded t6 bethink themſelves 


of what in all probability is the reaſon why the Word is ſo 


uncertain With them : That ſeeing /o many Experiments have 
been tryed, and all failed, they would before .2zis roo late 
conſider what there is {till left to be tryedrfor. the Pudblick 
good : And I ſay, andI think i the Spirit -of God, that *tis 
the, and.this only muſt be the Curye:: =» ?tis by returning 
every One to the Lord our Cod, that He may return in Mer- 
US YL OT IRE \# a | | 
_ 'Methinks Gods Dealins with theſe Nations of which we 
are, is as if he waited to be gracious: \ For how hath 
Succeſs; fleategi backward 'and forward," as tf thereby we gre r0 
be told; that: there 1s ſomething we have to do, before we - 
can be ſettled + For how many Nations, as *tis in the 
Prophet, Jerem. 25, 14+. have ſerved themſelves of us? what 
Chanzes} avhat, Revolutions have we aud our Fathers before 
us ſeen ? Agd;,what is the. Diſpenſation we now are under, 
that we ſhould\think any thing but 4 thorough Reformation 
ſhould content ? | 
"Tis what hath been often called for among us, 'tis what 
hath been ſceminoly attempted, but I am bold to ſay we begun 
at the wrong End; For can we hope we ſhould be 
ſettled in our Oprnibns or Intereſts, whilltt-we retain thoſe Luſts 
which will thug us all ;»to Paſſion, and 'itirr up thoſe Heats 
and Animoſittes, that mult always give a ſtop to that work ? 
No, Cure Men zz their Morals, take away that Beam out 4 
the 


[3%] 


the Eye, and the More will be the more exfily removed : 
Let a Decree go forth, and let it be as the Laws of the Medes 
and Perſians, rather «as the Laws of Goa, that are unaltera- 
ble ; let it be the very Law of Goa, let-but Men agree #n the 
prattice of that, and that will ſet all to right : And fo oxr 
Lord with reference to all the difficulties ot Religion hath de- 
termin'd, if any Man do his Will, he ſhall know of the Do- 
arine, whether ut be of God, John 7. 17. and if it id ap- 
pear to be of God, who could reſiſt it ? & 
What was it at the time which we call the Ref 
that made it /o 7mperjett ? were they not the Hears and Dr/ſ- 
utes that were among the Reformers themſebves ? ilicir ſeek- 
ing, to themliclves « Preeminexce in their ſeveral Opinions, and 
a {tudying in many things. #o Temporize with them from 
whom 7hey reformed ? 
And what 1s it ever ſince hath retarded :he Work ? was 
it not the Diviſion of thoſe who called chemſelves Reform- 
ed, into Arminian and Anti-arminian, Remonſtrants and Awmti- 
remonſtrants, and the like ? And were it-not #00 od/- 
'ous, I could ſhew rhe ſame amonz/t our ſelves in thoſe un4 
chriſtian Names of DiſtinAtion, that before the Wars, in the 
time of the Anarchy, ſince, and »at preſent. are among us : 
And what would have been the Cure for all? it may be, 
if we look back, we could preſently pronounce, that this 
' would have been rhe Care, it Men would have lived as #7: 
Obedience to God, fo in Love and Charity to one anther, this 
would not only have covered, but prevented a multitude of 
Sins. © 
If Calvin and Luther, Nginglins and others had been Mer 
of leſs Paſſion, their Zeal might have ended in a more happy 
Syncretiſms than then it did. | 
If Kyzox and the otber high Mex of his Way had beliaved 
themſelves with grearer Meeknefi and” Humiligg. ; god if on 
the other band the Condeſcention of thoſe who were in the 
Church, had bega more Chriſtian, and no ſtruggling to bring 
; | thin»; 


bk 
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[39] 
things 79 a» Extremity : We can poſſibly ſee when the bpp 
Opportunity might have been taken of reconciling all. 

We can come down /ower, and among all the Heats and 
Animoſities berween 40 and 48, we can. poſſibly, when we 
turn the Journals, fee when the Critical time was, it Men 
would have taken it, to put an exd #0 al! Dyſputes, had not 
Pride, Ambition or Covetuouſneſs ſtood in the way : We 
can ſee too in that «»happy time. between 48 and the Return of 
Charles 1I..in 1660, where all thoſe Diviſions and Subdiviſions 
that were thea- among Pyofeſſors, might have been taught 
to have concentred 1n what: was called the common Intere#t of 
Relipjon, would but Men have laid aſide 4 /itthe, .or rather, 
a great deal of ſelf-ſeekins : And atter the Return of Charles II. 
we can point: at that Sappy minute where-things might have 
been /o timea,that all Mer and Intereſts might have been brought 
to-an Union, had not the Revenge, and I»/olence, and in{a- 
tighle Avarice of ſome Men obſtructed all: We can ſhew 
too ſince that, when we thought Matters had been cementing, 
and every thing coming: to a happy temper, till frauge Pre-- 
judices, and unexpetted Averſion, whether in one Or in all Par= 
:i6s I-muſt not fay, .diſappointed the: hopes of Peace - And 
that thebreech Rill is continued, I with it were. not widen'd, 
I will not put it in my own words, but in St. James's, Whence - 
is it * From whence come wars and fightings among you, come 
they not hence, even of your lufts that war in your members ? 

am. 4+ I. | 

, We ſee- what the 4i/e2/e- all along hath-been,. and We ſee- 
what our. ſelves Thould have judged to be the cure in others : - 
Is not the /ame Phyſick proper for our ſelves? Or would we be- 
but content. to- part with our Luſts, might- we not aſſure.our - 
ſelves of that Satisfattion we all long for? = Hear him inthis, 
whoſe word muſt take place ;- 'tis the Greer God himſelf who- 
hath given the DireQion, 'tis #0 Iſrael a revolting people as we - 
have bees, If. 1. 16, 17,18, &c. Waſb ye, make ye clear, put © 
away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes,ceaſe to doewvil. 


[ 40 ET. 
Lears to do well, ſeek judgment, relieve the oppreſſed, jade 
the fatherleſs, plead for the widow. | s 


Come now and let us reaſon together, ſaith the Lord,&c. 
Their Religion, as we may fee in the Context, wer. 17, 


12,13, 14, 15. is firſt taken notice of, and upon their _ 


of the bc5# Religion, the Religion God himſelf had appointe 
*twas that they ſo muck depended : But fee what conrempr 
God caſts upon that, it the Holineſs they pretend to be in 
their Cauſe, be not likewiſe in their Lives, ver. 1r, 12, 13, 
14, Ig. To what purpſe is the multitude of your | ſacrifices unto 
me, ſaith the Lord, &C. | 
When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at 
your hanas totread in my courts ?. © © ; 
Bring no more vain oblations, intenſe is an abomination unto 
me, the new moons and {abbaths,. the calling of aſſemblies'I cannot 
away with ; it is iniquity, even the ſolemn meetins. SIC 


. c 


Yonr -new 1001s, and yoar appointed feaſts my foal hateth, they 
are a trouble unto me, T am weary to bear them. © 

And mhen you ſpread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes 
from you; yea when ye make many prayers, I will not-hear. 

No, your Rulers are but Rulers of S9dom,x the People are but 
the People of Gomorrha, and both muſt without Repentance ex- 
ped their Doom. ee + 

' So then we ſee what "tis muſt anſwerall our' Expeations ; 
it muſt be, 4 reforming to the Law of Gad in our Lives and Con- 
verſations ; not as 'tis a Law varied by the Diſputes of Mes, 
but as *tis plainly deliver'd by the great Eawv-giver, and as 
. ſuch 15 beſt commented on by agreeable Attjons: The Rule IS, 

(let us no longer diſpute+ and beat our' heads about it ) 
ſecret thinss belons to the Lord our God, Points that are abdve 
us, and what ( whether through Prejudice or Ignorance, of 
whatever: elſe may hitherto have ſtood inthe way ) we are 
not fo well able to pererrare into, and abort which-we are apt 
to bg /o mach divided ; -thefe are after all to be; ſubmittedty 
the [vine Wiſdom of Him who in his due time ſhall reveal 
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even this tous, PhIk 3. 15. Bat thoſe thinrs that are reveated, 
ſuch are the More! Duties we have been ſpeaking of, which 
is 4 part of Relipion every Prince hath in charge, belong to us - 
and to our Children for ever, that we may db all the words of this 
Law, Deut.-29. 29. 

Bat-granting things to ſtand thus with reſpeCt to the Law, 
granting the Comment, Obligation and Advantages of it to be 
as this Diſcourſe imports, granting too that no pretence of 
w_ of a better or wore ſtrit# Religron than others, will com- . 
penfate-'any defect here, nor yet that any orher Expedient' 
will help out, where Obedzexce to this is wanting ; yer ſtill 
this will not fo fatisfie,but that forething would be expeCted to 
be ſaid with reference to the Right or Title of thoſe who have 
this in charge, The Guardians of this Law : But this is what 
x _ le not 'with, nor '1s 1t material to onr Queſtion we 

ould. | | 

For which moſt imports us, I ſpeak with reference to God 
and our own Conſciewces, to diſpute the Title of thoſe God hath 
ſet over #us, or to yield Obedience #0 his Law, of which there 
is #0 diſpute? ,. Wye? 

Beſides, is it for every Subjet# to be the Fudge or Arbitrator 
of what is /o much above him ? If ſo, he were then not 


only zo Subje?, but more than his Sovereign himſelf, or any 


earthly Sovereign whatever ; this being in a ſenſe to part himſelf 
in his place, wha hath ſaid, By me Kyngs reign, and Princes de- 
eree juſtice : Nay 'tis more than that, to put himſelf zbove 
their Sovereign, the great Law-giver of Heaven and Earth, be- 
cauſe thus taking upon him to ſuſpend his Obedience to his 
Law : For *tis as if his private Opinion and ſenſe of things could 
at any time make it void, No, whatever be the Title of him 
who requires our Obediexce, yet let us be ſure to ſet God ox the 
Throne ; let us give that Honour to his Law which is Eternal, 
as not to think that any zhing can ſuperſede the Dary of 
his Creatwres tO it, W.- 


G 'Tis 


[42] 


'Tis Duty #0 this we call for from Prince and People, and 


reſerving the: Deciſion of ſuch Differences that may. occur, as. 


among Princes themſelves, fo among their Subjeds with re- 


ſpe to /uch a Right, teſerving, I ſay, the Diciſion hereof to | 
his Providepce, who, for what Reaſons he beſt knows, put-. 


zteth down one, and ſetreth up another, Pſal. 75. 7. Let aus and 
them conſider what the End of af Government is, viz. not to be 
4 Terror to good works, but to the evil, Rom. 13.3. And let 
the Subjet? in particular take the Advice of the Apoſtle, as it 
there follows ; Wilt thou then not be afraid of the powerhe puts 
it ſimply, without any affirmance of what the / z//e is) do chat 
which is good,and thou bats have praiſe of the ſame : For He is the 
Miniſter of God to thee for good ; but if thou do that which is evil, 
be afraid, for he beareth not the ſword in vain ; for he is the 
Miniſter of God, a Revenger to execute wrath upon him that doth 
evil : wherefore ye muit needs be (ubjeft (ſubjeit to the Law of 
God, and to him in the defence of it.) not only for wrath, but 
«/o for conſcience ſake, ver. 3, 4. 5. Now what can concern 
the Conſcience herein ? Is it the recognizing the Title of Hin 
who commands here below, or the Obedience it ſelf imme- 
diately due to God and his Law ? © ER: 
Would the Prince but make this his S:za»dard in his a&.. 
ings toward the People, as they are to make it theirs in their 
aCtings toward him, what occaſion would there be for either 

to look any farther ?. | | 
Hath the Subjed? Liberty to exercile his Region agreeable to 
this Szaxdard? Hath he the Security of enjoying his Property 
whilſt himſelf conforms to the Rules of :#? May he go on 
wietly and. peaceably in his Duty hereby preſcribed to. God aud 
lis Neighbour ? And what hath he todo to diſturb the Prince, 
and intereſt- his Title in the caſe ? Or what oa the other hand 
hath rhe Prince to diſturb him, whilſt he thus behaves him- 
felf? - Or, after all, Doth azy thing ſtick with the Subje, 
| ſo that he cannot ſo well ſatisfie himſelf in all Points of Rizhr ? 
Let him be /xre he have no hand 1n what he is not thoroug ly 
; per/ſwaded 
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043] 
perſwaded of, but let him be ſare too, that God is to be 52d 
and nip 's under: all Govefapents, the Duties he owes 
to his Nezghbour.are to be perform'd, whatever be the Power 
to exat it. q . KY 

But ſtill *twill be hard to reach every one's Scruple, and if 
nothing of this obſtruQt, yet may not the Prince's being of 
a different Religion ( as whether Proteſtant or Papi, that | 
will be all one to thoſe wh6 are of the other Perſwaſion ) 
give the Subjed# reaſon to think, that ſuch are too highly 
attainted with the breach of this Law, to expe their Com- 
pliance with it: But neither is that the Caſe, 'cis not 
what Prejudice will on either hand ſuggeſt ; not what we 
but the Law ſpeaks ; nor yet what the Prince is, but what he 
would be, were this his meaſure. | 

But after all, how ſhall Men be perſwaded to a& by his 
meaſure ? Why if Intere#f, the Politick Reaſon of all Mankind, 


. prevail not with them, I know not what will : "Tis the 


concern Of the Prince, that God ſhould hold the Scepter in his 
Hand ; *tis the concers» of the Subjec?, that he ſhould give 
them Peace: If this be no motive, then let Strife and 
Diviſion, Heats and Animoſities, Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, Diſorder, 
Confuſion, and every evil Work take place. 

But what a ſpam is it, it ſhould do ſo, when the Remeay is 
ſo certain, and all that we plead for is »o other Law than 
what is written in every one of our hearts ? What too though it 
did not take ſo deep rooting as it eught there, yet if made. 
but to reach the outward Aitions, would fo highly advance 
Religion, Property and Liberty, becauſe reſtraining thoſe Exor- 
bitances, which alone can diſturb theſe ? 

Which I Note, not that I would hereby perſwade any 
to be Hypocrites ; as .if *twere ſufficient for Prince or Peo- 
le to reſt in an external Obedtence to the Command ; but to 
ſhew the «xrea/onableneſs of thoſe Men, who becauſe *tis not 
in the Power of the Prince to reach the- Heart of thoſe un- 
der his Government, are apt to interr, that therefore neither 


G 2 {hould 


£5 


ſhould He be-fſo ſolicitous of making. Men” oarmurdly good : | 


As alſo the inexcuſablenefi of rhoſe in Power, if having ſuch. 
ſure Rules of Policy, as what are contain'd is the Divine 
Law, they ſhall ſeek to any other Politicks : And to ' thoſe 
who ſhall ſill do it, I ſhall only offer the words of the Pro- 


phet to the Meſſergers of Abaziah, 2 Kings 1, 3. 1s it not | 
becauſe there is not a God in Iſrael, that ye go to enquire of % 
Baal-2ebub the God of Ekron ? Is it -ndt becauſe Men ® 
truſt not in the true God, that they feck out orher. Methods i 


than He hath. preſcribed ? 


Be not deceived whoever Te are, O ze Princes, who de- 
clare that what ye andcrtake is in the defence of Relizion, Þ 


Property and Liberty ; *tis only by this Law, as far as you 
are Cuſtodes utrinſque T abule, the Guardians of bath Tables, 
that this can be performed; _ Only by. Obedienre to it 


among your ſelves, that ye, whoever ye are, O ye Subjects, 


who call for zheſe, can have them made good to you : 
Tis to Baal-zebub th: God of Ekron, not to the God of 1ſra- 


el ye flze, if any thing -6lſe be in your thoughts : And think. 


not the God of Iſrael, who knows your thoughts. as well-as 
your outward Attions, will herein be mock : Your Oxr- 
ward Actions, I ſaid it before, could you herein attain to 
the /fric# Rnles of Morality, ( though *tis. hard to imagine 
that without an inward Prixciple to influence all ) muſt ve- 
ry highly contribute to the outward Peace of the . Publick : 
But if inſtead 'of this your outward Actions be contrary to 
that Rule, and = you pretend higher to an imward Prin- 
ciple ( for ſome there are, whoſe Caſe this is, and ſuch they are 
who always fly higheſt in the Dzvifo ) than thoſe to whom 
you are herein in any ſort injurious; can you think the great 
Law-giver, the God of Iſrael will not judge. it? © No, 
Baal-zebub the God of Ekrow may well enough like ſuch 47%;. 
ons, they are what moſt promote his Kingdom, and the Strifes 
and Diviſions that are within Men themſelves, ( for what grear- 
& Can there be, than what divide between the. Heart a7 

Actions 
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Ations, andmake them run contrary #9 one another 2) are the 
ſareft Pledge of the ſame in the publick : Nay, are the moſt 
oper and immediate Cauſes thereof, But #5: God Fhoin we 
ſerve will nat be- thus mockt: : _ He hath given us his 
Ley, and required that we give Him our. Heart in our 
Obedience to it, He gave zt viith Thunder and Lightning, 
and 'ris for the' breach of this Law that he hath at any time 
fince ſpoken: by #hsſe, (and worth our conſidering in parti- 
cular, whether the 4<orrable Tempeſts of Thunder and Lighe- 
ning, and mighty Winds, with which we have been of late _ 
alarm'd, were” not ſo many Yoices of his ſpeaking to us, ard 
that not without the fame fignification they had at the firſt 
giving of the Law ;) There is no Judgement, no Plague, - 
or publick Calamity, that from: that day to this was ever lent 
into the World, that was not to avenge the quarrel of this 
his Covenert, as "tis threatned, Levit. 26. 24. Read al 
the Evils denounced againft 1/rael and Judah; the Bur- 
thens of Babylow, 0i Moab, of Damaſcus, of Egypt, of the De- 
fart, of the Sea, of Duma, Arabia, Tyre, ( or any ather 
People whatever) and what was it but their Tran/greſions 
againlt this Law that charged theſe. ſo heavy upon them, 
1/a. 13. 15. 16. 17. 19. 21. 23 ? I 
What but the Violations of this Law, whillt *twas only 
written in the Heart of Man, and had not receiv'd its ſolemp - 
publication from Mount Sinai, overthrew Sodom and Gomor- 
rha ? Genel. 10. © 
What before that brought « Deluge upon the World, Gen. 6. 
and will at laſt be the reaſon of its periſhing by Fire ? 2 Pet. 


3. 7- | | 
Think we what we will, here's ozr Doozw, if we do not 

Obey it. | 

| There's but one Law > rw and People torwalk by; 
*The ſame? Senrepcepf Condemnation to all, if they keep it 

not ; | 

The. ſame Rewards too, if they performs it ; 


» 

«4 
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F He that gave it, Prefaced it with his being the Lord their 
God to whom he then ſpake; 'tis by our tying hold on 
this Covenant ( as Himlelf ſtiles his Law ) that He muſt be 
orrs, make we Him ſuch by our Obedience, *tis the Conditi- 
on of the Goſpel, as well as of the Law ; The Condition with- 
out which we muſt neither hope for Happineſs in this nor avo- 
ther Life. ( Oh that there were ſuch « Heart in Prince and 

People, that they would fear God and keep all his Command- 
 mwents, that it might be well with them and with their Children 
. for ever, Deut. 5. 29. ) Make we'Him, I fay, /ach by our 
Obedience, and what Egypt, what Houſe of Bondage, what Sla- 
very can we fear ? what invaſion can there be on any 
of our Rights, where they are thus guarded ? what 1n- 
ſuperable Differences ariſe, where, ( to end with what we be- 
fore obſerv'd, p. 7.) this Oracle is ſo near to us in all we call 
upon him for ? No, to conclude all, Our Religion, Our Pro- 


perty, Our Liberty muſt be ſafe. 
Prov. 16. 7. When a Mans ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh 


even his Enemies to be at peace with him. | 


